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Dated: 5 {'C-jIT G

Subject: Revised directions ufs 5 of +he Envirgwment (Pretection) At 1986 read along with
Water - Preventioy: and Control of Pollution) Aet, 1374 for the immersion of idols on
festive oceasions (central act, 29 of 1986).

Whereas, on festive oceasions such as Ganesh Chaturthi, Durga Myja, Sarswi i Puja et it hasg beena -
fradition to immer-e idols in water bodies like rrvers, |okes, ponds, wells ete, Consequent pollution of
such water bodies has been 3 matter of concern and there have been puhiic interest litigations as well.
In addition to silting; toxic chemicals nsed in m-ting idels tend 1o reach out apd POse Serious
problems of water pollution. :tudies cars; =d out to assess deterioration in water quality due to idol
Immersion reveal deterioration of water quality in respect to Conductivity, Bio-chemical Oxveen
- Demand and Heavy Meial Concentration,

And whereas, Ceniral Pollution Control Board has issued the Guidelines for Immersion of idols and
other puja materials reaching in the water bodies during festival.

And whereas, the chemical paints, colours and dyes applied on such PoP ideis contain hazardous
chemicals / elements like Mercury, Zine Oxide, Chromium, Lead, Cadmium etc. which cayses
harmful effects 1o aquatic life. which when consuined by huiians My cause cance- and other
diseages im:l'uding “espiratory ailments, skin infecticns eic. The PoP alsg contains chemicals /
elements like Gypsum, Sulphur, Potassium and Magnesium which causes harmful effects 10 aquatic
life (flora & fauna) and in furn causes harmfy heal'h effects. i such aquaics kife are e isumed by
human Leings.

And whereas, Hon'ble National Green Tribunal GT) iz monitoring various activities causing
. Pollution in River Yamuna though O.A. No. 6 of 2012 entitled, ““Manoj Mis, = Vs 1LO.L and Ops
And O.A, No. 300 entitled, “Manoj Michra and Nioadhy Bhan fhari Vs U.0L and Ors” had
pronounced various directions Wl any type of visarjan in River Yamuna vide orders dated
13.01.2015 ang 16.09.2015. The orders prohibit throwing pooja material ar my other 1 aterial like
food-gruin, oil, ete into river Camuna CXcept on the designateqd site. Any person who iz found
disobeying this direction shall be liable 10 pay compensation of Rg. 3,000/~ on the “Polluter Pays”
Prineiple.

And whereas, as pei the provisions Section 15 of Envi-onmenta) I'rotection #ct, 1986 Whoeever
fails camply with or contravenes any of the Provisions of this Act, or the rules made or orders gr
directions issuad thereunder, shall, in respect of each such failyre or contrevention, be sunishable
with im| isonment ;. r 4 term wiich may exy.nd to five ysars with fine which may extend to one lakh

fupees, or with both, and in case the failure or contravention continues, with additional fine which
May extend to five thousand Tupees for every day during which such failure or confravention
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confinues afier the conviction for the firg such failure of contravention™

And Whereas, inspite of directions not to use Plaster of Paris in making idols, several Plaster of Paris
(PoP) idols and other non-recommended materials zr¢ being use in making Tdols/ are being imported
from neighboring states for sale in Delhj during the Festivals.

 Now therefore, by virtue of the powers conferred under Section 5 of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 vide Notification 0. 8. 0. 85. (E) dated 27 / 09/ 1953, by the Ministry of Environment &
Forests (MoEF), Government of India; Delhi Pollution Control Committes hereby issues following
directions:

A. General Directions for Idol Makers/ Sellers of Ldo]s / Puja Samitis maXking Idols in-sity:

2. Painting of Idols be dismmgc_d. In case idols are to be painted, water soluble and nontoxic
natural dyes only be nsed. Use of toxic ang non-biodegradable chemical dyes for painting
idols s strictly prohibiizd,

B. General Directions for Pooja Sami+ 's/General Public:

removed before immersion of 1dols and be put at designated places =0 that the same may be
recycled, composted or disposed of in an environmental safe manner.

2. Make small size idols IOt more than 5 feet in height so that those can be immersed in ponds to
be prepared at designated sites,

3. Immerse | lols only ac the desien,ted places \dentified by Govt of NCT of Delhi/ Concerned
Municipal Corporation of Delhi.

4.  Separate bins/receptacles have been provided on the ingress and egress of all the Yamuna
Bridges for placing Pooja Samagri and flowers Separately and no pooja materiu| be disposed
directly in the river.

C. Genera] Directions for Lacgl Bodie:! Authoritic::

l. Bio-degradable materials 1o be collected separately for recycling or composting.

2. Non-biodegradable materials to be collected separately for disposal in sanitary landfills,

3. Public be educated op Ul effects of Immersion in (he Lioly water hodies through mass
AWareness programme.

4. The ‘Idol Immersion Points’ shall be cordoned off and barricaded Synthetic liner may be
claced in the bottom, woll in advance. The sajg liner shall he removed on the completion of
immersion ceremony so (hat remains of idols would be brought to the bank. Bamboo and -
wooden logs, if any would be reused. Clay efe. may be taken 1o sanitary land fil] for disposal.

3. Within 48 hours of the iinmersion of idols, the 1:f over maierial at idol immersion points on
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the banks of rivers, lakes, ponds. etc. be collzeted by tho local bod. s for disposal as per the
Guidelines issued by CPCB,

temporar; confined |- "nds with c.rthen bund. for the puwi pose of immersion of idols. Afler the
completion of immersion, Supematant water may be allowed to flow In river, pond and lake, as
the case may be, after checking for colour and turbidity. Lime may he added in temporary
confined ponds.

7. In case of iinmersion o1 idols in lakes or ponds, 1] the Nowers, leaves and artificial ornaments
of idols be removed and idols may be immersed mto a corner of pond using removable
synthetic liners in the bottom. Post immersicn, liners may be taken out along with remains of
idols and lime be added to the pond water for settling the solids. De-sludging of the pond be
undertaken afterwards,

8. Temporary ponds having earthen hunds should be created 45 idol immersion spots. Removable
synthetic liver may be placed well in advance in bottom of pond. The said liner along with
remains of idols be removed from the point within 48 hours of immersion of idols,

9. All the Municipal bolies, Delhi Police sha! check the entry of vehicles / Goods cartiers
entering the Delhi carrying such PeP idols a5 1is cargo, prevent the entry of the vehicle and
atlach the vehicle / goods carrier and hand it over to the Police Authorities at the nearest
Police Check Post / Police Station.

All the Municipal bodies shall also issue relevent directions to all Zonal Offices to identify
locations of illegal sale of PoP idols and shall taks necessary action against such illegal sale
and also to take action against illegal ido! ‘making being done without registration with
revenue Department or 15 done on unauthorized ‘and.

10. The Delhi Police shall issue relevan: dire{:tions_ 1o the Police Officers at the Police Check

Post / Police Station. to take appropriate action agamst the offenders vialating these
directions,

I1_All the Municipal bodies, shall cnsure that all permapent and temporary licensed
establishmeants in Del’i do not corcuct any sz'+ of PoP idols during Fostivals.

12. Liistrict Mag
concermed officials for monitoring and enforcement of the directions. If any person is

violating the above directions then Rs 5000/ as environment compensation be levied,
collected angd deposited vwith DPCC

13. All loeal Bedies/Revenue departmient shall give wide publicity for mass awarcness.

All the concerned agencies are also directed o submit Action Taken Report every fortnight
w.e.f 1% July, 2019 to Delhj Poilution Control Committee,




To.

l. The Commissioner, North Delk; Municipal Corporation, 4th Floor, Civie Centre, Minto
Road, New Delhi-11n002.

2. The Commissioner, Fast Delh; Municipal Corporation, 419, Udyog Sadan, Patparganij
Industrial Area, Patparganij, Delhi 110092

3. The Cq. 'missioner, South Dej. Municipa! Corporativn, 9" Floor. Civie Centre, Minto
Road, Nev Delhi-110002.

4. The Chairman, New Delhi Municipal Council, Palika Kendra, Parliamen Street, New Delhi-

110001
5. The Chief Sxceutive Cfficer, Office of Cantonment Board, Sadar Bazar, Delhi Cantt, Delhi-
110010,

6. The Div'sional Co.~missioner, Governme, ¢ of NC of Delhi, 5, Sham Nath Marg,
Dethi-110 (154,

8. The Commiissioner of Police, Delni Police, 29 Floor, Ms0 Building, Police Headquarier,
ITO, Delhi — 110002

9. The Com missioner of Industry, ™ “partment «F Industry, !Jdyog Sadan, 419 FIE, Patparganj,
Delhi-110092

10. All Pooja Samitis (- as per list)

Copy t0;

1. The Member Seeretary, Central Pollution Control Board, Parivech Bhawan, Fast Arjun
Nagar, Del: -110032
2. PS to Secretary (Environment) Cum Chairman. DPCC- for kind information to Chairman,
DPCC please.
3. Director (Env.)- for uploading at wehsite of Dept of Env, NTT of Delhi
V4 Licharge (IT J, DPCC- for uploading at website of DPCC.

/{J"—IW ;M
(Arun Mishra)
Member Secretary




President, {"R. Park Kali Mandir Society, ™mea Puja Celebration Commiitee, Mandir wmple:x
CR. Park, New Delhi- | L1019,

Secretary, Joint Immersion Committes, New Delhi Kali Bari Mandir, New Delhi-110001_
Secrefary, "aschim Viwor Kali Bare, Mivedita En l'zwa? A-p, Poschmi Vibar, New Delhi- 110063,
Secretary, Paschim Viher Kali Bari, Nivedita Enclave, R-l, A-3, Paschmi Vihar, New Delhi-
110063,

Secretary, Delhi Kali Bari, 3860, Tis Hazari, Delhi-110006.

Secretary, MNew Delhi Kali Bari, Mandir Marg, Near Birla Man lir, New Deihi- 110001,

Secretarj,f, Bengali Club, Delhi Durga Puja Samiti, Kashmere Gate, Opp. Ritz Cinema, Delhi-
110006,

Secretary, Vinto Road ’uja Samiti, Deen Dayal Upadhyay, Marg, New Delhi- 110002,

Secretary, Bengali Club, Karol Bagh Puja Samiti, Karol Bagh, Delhi- 110005,

Secretary, C.R. Park Kali Bari, Shiv Mandir, Market No4, New Delhi- 110019

Seeretary, Dakshin De'hi Kali Bari, Sector- 7, R K. Puram, NEW Delki- 110022,

Secretary, Paschim Kali Bari, B- Block. Near Choti Subzi Market, Janakpuri, New Delhi-
110018,

Secretar. Matri Marir, B-2, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi- 110029,

Seeretary, Delhi Rohini Kali Bari, Svetor-8, Rohini, Delhi- 110085,

Secretary, Kali Barl, Ashok Vihar, New Delhi- 110052,

Secretary, Kali Bari, Shalimar Bagh, New Delhi- 110088,

Secretary, Kali Barj, Mayur Vihar, Phase-I, New Delhi- 11009 1.

Secretary, Kali Bari, Mayur Vihar, Phase-II. New Delhi- 1 10091,

Secretary, Kali Bari, Chander Vihar, New Delhi- 110092,

Manager, Thandewalk. Mandir, | 196, Thand walan Extn Near Thandewalan Metro Station,
Drelhi- 110055,

Manager, Birla Mandir, Mandir Marg, Connaught Place. Delhi- 110003,
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