Minutes of the meeting convened on 2.1.2008 at 11.00 A.M. to discuss the various means to implement the decisions of the Government regarding steps to control Air Pollution from vehicular traffic in Delhi, taken on 24.12.2008 by the cabinet.

The following officers attended the meeting:
1. Sh. Rakesh Mehta, Chief Secretary, Delhi

2. Sh. P.K. Tripathi Pr. Secretary to C.M.

3. Sh. D.M. Spolia, Pr. Secretary (Environment)

4. Representative from Finance Department 

5. Representative form VAT Department 

The 12 out of the 15 items have been approved for implementation and time bund disposal. List of the approvals solicited and the copy of the Cabinet decision is placed in the Annexure. After discussion, the following decisions were taken:-

i) To use 350 PPM sulphur diesel within a radius of 500 KM. of Delhi:-

It was decided that a Do letter be3 sent by Chief Secretary to Secretary (Petroleum), Govt. of India and Transport Department may send a draft within next three days.
ii) The modalities of levying the environment cess on Diesel:-
The modalities of levying the environment cess on Diesel @0.25 paise per litre were discussed and Secretary (Environment) pointed out that legal opinion is being received in a day or two. Thereafter, the file would be moved to the Government for constituting the und. The VAT Department stated that they have no difficulty in collecting the fund because the main suppliers are the Oil Companies and they would be approached for depositing this amount in the Cess Fund after collecting the same. The order regarding modalities will be issued by the Environment Department.
iii) Replacement of retrofitted CNG vehicles purchased prior to December, 2003:-

     It was indicated by Commissioner (Transport) that since this was voluntary, the scheme could be effective from 15th January, 2008 and an advertisement informing the people for the same will be issued. 

iv) Introduction of 50 ppm sulpher diesel in NCR by 208-09:-         

It was decided that a letter would be sent by Chief Secretary to Secretary (Petroleum), Govt. of India. In that letter the need to direct all the vehicles (heavy duty trucks) in the NCR, to mandatory use the 350 ppm sulpher diesel before entry into the city of Delhi within NCR could also be requested as an option.
v) Issuing directions to 500 PUC  centers to furnish daily reports to Environment Department:-

A team of two officers from DPCC and Transport Department would visit 20 PUC centers to find out about the existing facilities and the MIS format for sending the required information through e-mail to the Department of Environment if any extra assistance is required the same would be provided as per the Committee’s recommendation. The committee would be constituted by 7.1.2008 and report would be submitted within 15 days.

vi) Setting up of loaded mode testing facility:-

Action would be initiated by the department to do the needful. It was also decided that since over loading was a major cause of air pollution, the Department of transport would examine the acts whether fine could be imposed on vehicles entering Delhi in over loaded conditions. The existing toll barrier operators already having weighment facilities and arrangement could be made to also collect fines for over loading which could be add income to the Transport Department apart from discouraging over loading within Delhi.

vii) Opening of adequate number of PUC centers at all 19 borders:-

This would be st-up and it would be examined whether the PUC testing can be done at the toll gate while vehicle is being weighed and toll tax is being collected. A report would be submitted in this regard within a month by the Transport Department 

viii) Restriction on national permit vehicles to enter Delhi in the day time:-

This would be implemented form 10th January, 2008.

xi) Package for purchasing a new clean fuel vehicle:-

Notice will be issued by 10th January, 2008.

ix) Conversion of vehicles to clean fuel:-

                Notice would be issued by 10th January, 2008

x) Subsidy to be claimed from Transport Department:-

                This is an administrative matter in which department will take                  necessary action.

xi) Public notice for formal deregistration of commercial vehicles of more than 15 years old:-

The process is already started and would be completed by 31st January, 2008

 It was also decided that in order to inform people about the action being taken an advertisement on the action point I respect of each decision be prepared by DIPR for information of the public. Commissioner (Transport) will give press statement for each of the actions taken as per the tine schedules for public information. 

(A.S. Dagar)

Staff Officer to Chief Secretary 

No. CS/30-34                                                                dated- 02-01-08

Copy to:-

1) Pr. Secretary (Finance), Govt. of NCT Delhi.

2) Sh. P. K. Tripathi, Pr. Secretary to CM.

3) Sh. D.M. Spolia, Pr. Secretary-cum Commissioner (Transport)

4) Sh. J.K. Dadoo, Secretary (Environment) 

5) Eommissioner, VAT.

                                                                                                  (A.S. Dagar)

                                                                             Staff Officer to Chief Secretary 

DELHI POLLUTIION CONTROL COMMITTEE
4TH FLOOR, ISBT BUILDING, KASHMERE GATE, DELHI-110006
No.F. NoPS/Chairman/DPCC/07-08/751/755                          Dated 07/02/08

Sub: Directions under 31(A), read with section 17(1) of the Air (Prevention 
         and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 as amended to date.
Whereas, vide notification No.S.O.198(E) dated the 15th March 1991, Central Pollution Control Board has delegated all its powers and functions of the State Board under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 in respect of Union Territory of Delhi to the Delhi Control Committee.

And whereas, the whole of the Union Territory of Delhi has been declared as an air pollution control area vide notification no.G.S.R.106 (E) dated the 20th February 1987:

And whereas, NCT of Delhi has more than five million registered vehicles;

And whereas, vehicular pollution and in particular, diesel emissions have become a major source of air pollution in Delhi;

And whereas, the diesel driven vehicles emit toxic emissions like Hydrocarbon, Nitrogen Oxide, Carbon monoxide and also emit a substantial amount of particulate matter. In the I.A.No.152 in W.P.(C) No.13029/85, the Hon’ble Supreme Court in 1999 had observed that “on account of extensive use of diesel, there is rise in environmental pollution at a phenomenal level in the NCT of Delhi”. It further added that “It is indeed a matter of serious concern-the every right to life of the citizens is at stake” ;
And whereas, Hon’ble Supreme Court of India since then, has passed directions from time to time to take urgent steps to tackle the acute problem of vehicular pollution in Delhi;

And whereas, it is the duty of the Delhi Pollution Control Committee exercising the powers of State Board for NCT of Delhi, under section 17(1)(a) of the Air Act to “plan a comprehensive programme for the prevention, control, or abatement of air pollution and o secure the execution thereof “. Further under section 17(1)(j) of the Air Act, the Delhi Pollution Control Committee has “to do such other things and to perform such other Acts as it may think necessary for the proper discharge of its functions and generally for the purpose of carrying into effect the purposes of this Act”;

And whereas, Government of NCT of Delhi has decided to impose a fee of Re. 0.25/Litre on the sale of Diesel in Delhi and to set up a fund called the Air Ambience Fund to credit the above stated fee in the said fund for promoting cleat air policies in the NCT of Delhi.

Now, therefore, the Delhi Pollution Control Committee in exercise of the powers conferred by section 31A of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution Act, 1981, hereby issues the following directions:-
1) To the Finance Department of the Government of NCT of Delhi to create separate fund called “Air Ambience Fund” for depositing the amount collected a fee levied on sale of Diesel kin NCT of Delhi.
2) To the Department of Trade & Taxes of the Government of  NCT of Delhi to collect the fee at the rate of Re. 0.25 per litre on the sale of  diesel in Delhi and to credit into ‘ Air Ambience Fund’ as stated above.
3) The Air Ambience Fund will be3 utilized for the development and use of clean air technologies, waste management, and such other related activities, which promote clean air policies so as to reduce air pollution and specially vehicular pollution in the NCT of Delhi.
4) The air Ambience Fund will be administered by the Secretary, Department of Environment & Forest and Chairman, as per procedures of the Government of NCT of Delhi. The said Fund will be utilized for the aforementioned purposes.

5) As advised by the Department of Trade & Taxes, the procedure to be followed by the diesel sellers while furnishing the challan, and the requisite fee to the Department of Trade & Taxes is indicated in Annexure-1, the format of the return is enclosed as Annexure-2, and the format of the challan is placed as Annexure-3.

The above directions will come into force immediately. Action taken report shall be submitted to this department within 30 days of the issue of this direction.

                                                                          (J.K. Dadoo)

                                                                         Chairman

Delhi Pollution Control Committee

